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Location: fast side of Landenburg-wilmington Road, opposite 1

Present Owner Mill Creek Friends'! Meeting.

'HISTDRIC AMSRICAN BUII@IMGS SU‘R Y HIBS No. DEL-161.
MILL GREEK FRIZNDS® mm‘mc}ﬂousa U pEL
intersection with Mill Creck Meeting House Road,

-Hockessin Vieinity, (Corner Keteh, Mill Creek
Hundred), New Castle County, Delaware.

and Occupant:

Pregent Use: - Friends! Meetinghouse,
Statoment of A typleal Delaware mid-nineteonth century rural
Sigpificance: Frlenda' setinghouse with interesting detalls

and pleasant surroundings.

PART T, HISTORICAL TNFORMATION
A, Physical Higtory
2. Date of erection: ec. 1840,
B‘

1. Original and subsequent owners: Mill Creck Friends

Historicsl Ivents Conncotad with the Structurc:

In 1838, James Thompson and thirty-iwo Friends rocquested New
Garden Meoting (Pennsylvania) for the indulgence of a Meeting
in MI1L1 Creel Hundred. At a meeting held at his home on
October 16, 1838, the request wias granted. The priviisge

of building a meetinghouse was also granted. The present
gtone meetinghousce wus then bullt,

It was completed and in use by February 19, 1841. On that
datce, James Thompson, for a conslderation of $1.00 deeded

the mestinghousze site, consisting of one and ons-half acres

of land, to Ravid Hastburm, John Thempson, Jr., ‘homas
Mitchel, Samual Loyd, LCWLQ Fell and Marshall Yeatman, members
of the MilL Creck Mecting who acted as trustees.

In 1901, the mid-wecl m g, with the exception of the
Preparative Meclin ngs, were SCAntlnuﬂd The time of holding

the Preparative Meetings wos changed in 1903, In 1914, the
meetings were suspended during the winter. In 1915, all

meebings ware discontinuad except on the fivst first-day of

each month., In 1925, the Preparutive Mestings were disconbinued.
Sinee 1930, only occasional meetings sre held, An anmal mesth-
ing is held on th2 first day before Labor Day.
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* MILL CREVK FRIINDS' MOSTINGHOUSE |\ 0o
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Cooch, Francis. Little Xnown History of New D
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and its ¥nvirons. Newark, Delaware: The Pres
1936, p. 98, -
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Zebley, Frank R, The Churches of Delaware. Wilmington:
Fravk R. Zebley, 1947. pp. 146-48, :
Prepared hy William B. Basseti,

Architactural Historian
Naticnal Park Seevice
with the coodperation of
Robert L, Raley, AIA
June 1965,

PART IT, ARCHITHCTURAL INFORKMATTION
A,  General Staiement
1. Architectural characiter: A nineteenth century rural
meetinghouse with interesting details and pleasant sur-
roundings. '

2. Condition of fabric: Good.

B. Descripiion of Exterior

1. Over-zll dimengions: One story; 39' long by 30! wide
{rectangular shape).

2. Foundations: ILocal stone and mertar,

3. Wall congtruction: Iocal stone (blackish gray) and
mortar with the eust end wall covered by 1V thick con-
crete stucec., 4 small wooden clapboard shad atitached

to eoet,

b Porches: & concrebe norch (25' long by 7' wide) on
asouth side,

5. Chimnevs: Two, amell brick chimneys, one at each znd
of the gabled roof.

6. Openings:

a, Deorways and doors: Two six-ponslced wooden doors
on south gide, one flush door on west sido., A10
have wooden surrounds.

‘ ' b. dindows and shutters: BSiz-over-anine lights, double-
hung wooden gash with wooden surrounds with threo-




C.

Deseription of Imierior

1.

MILL CREEK FRInNDb' ME ‘TINGHGUSE HAE S ,:

H.ABS Ne. DEL~3.61 (Pat,e 3) :D::L
. ) ' : ' 2 caﬂNK,yi
panecled - woodensﬂutteru with wrought 1ron rocker - ;a-;i;

shutter dogs.

" Roof:

@

wocden-paneled wall with sliding partitions with one

a. Shape, covering: Gable roof with weeden shingles.

b. Cornice and eaves: Wooden molded cornice with .
(top to bottom). a ¢yma recta, bead, cyma reversa,
and box. ' :

Floor plens: The rectangular stone sirueture is evenly .
divided into two parts (east and west) separated by a S

exterior entry to each part on the south (off the poreh)
and one accesg door each on the east and west. There
are two windows to each part on the north and on the

south with one window to each on the east and west wall,

The center wooden~paneled partition is of four majer

seetions with one single door. Pews are in groups of
geven rows and five rows facing north with central aisles
and two rows of (three steps up) pews facing south in
aach part of structure,

Flooring: Rag carpst over pine flooring.

lall and ceiling finish: Plaster (white); central
wocden puneled wall with four vertiecal-sliding sections
of wnfinished inset panels.

Doorways and door: Six-paneled wocden door on strap
hinges.

Notable hardware: “Wrought iron lateh on central parti-
tion docozr. '

Lighting: 014 kerosene lamps wired Lor electricliy.

Heating: Two modern space heaters at szch ond with
flue pipes to end chimneys.

General setiing and orilentation: The west ead of the
structure is 00T ezst of Landencurg-wilmington Road
with the length of the structure criented east-west.

Walks and drivewayves: Small conereite walk from soubh
porch to cust shed around southeast corner of structurs,
Gravel drive loops around siructure., & "horse Plock"




o Ry . Rage
~MILL GREWK FRIANDS‘ ME@TILGHOUS“ S DEL .
" HABS No. DEL-161’ (Pag“ 4) T

: - Z-CORMKE Y
- {or *upping block™) at_edge of drive east of structure.’ '
Landscaping: Sméll cemetery (100" xz 100!} 80! east of = .
meetinghouse, ‘The cematery is surrounded by a caést-iron
fence o

Prepared by ¥illiam RB. Bassett
Architectural Historian
National Park Service
June 1965




